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could sometimes scratch out a song in praise of his mistress,
with a pencil and card; or that he hath tears at command,
like a woman, to be used either in an intrigue of gallantry or
politics. His alliance with the Marlborough family, and his
passion for the Duchess, were the cords which dragged him
into a party, whose principles he naturally disliked, and
whose leaders he personally hated, as they did him. He
became a thorough convert by a perfect trifle; taking fire at
a nicknamel delivered by Dr. Sacheverell, with great indis-
cretion, from the pulpit, which he applied to himself: and
this is one among many instances given by his enemies, that
magnanimity is none of his virtues.

The Earl of Sunderland2 is another of that alliance. It
seems to have been this gentleman's fortune, to have learned
his divinity from his uncle,3 and his politics from his tutor.'1
It may be thought a blemish in his character, that he hath
much fallen from the height of those republican5 principles
with which he began; for in his father's lifetime, while he
was a Member of the House of Commons, he would often,
among his familiar friends, refuse the title of Lord (as he
hath done to myself), swear he would never be called other-
wise than Charles Spencer, and hoped to see the day when
there should not be a peer in England. His understanding,
at the best, is of the middling size; neither hath he much
improved it, either in reality, or, which is very unfortunate,
even in the opinion of the world, by an overgrown library.6
It is hard to decide, whether he learned that rough way of
treating his sovereign from the lady he is allied to,7 or
whether it be the result of his own nature. The sense of
the injuries he hath done, renders him (as it is very natural)

1  Volpone.   [ORIGINAL NOTE.]

2  See note in vol. v., pp. 377-378 of present edition.    [T. S.]

3  John Digby, third earl of Bristol.    [W. S. J.]

4  Dr. Trimnel, since Bishop of Wmton.    [ORIGINAL NOTE.]   He
was Bishop of Norwich, 1708-1721, and of Winchester from 1721 till his
death in 1723.    [W. S. J.]

5  P. Fitzgerald says " Whiggish."    [W. $. J.]

6  The library that made such a sensation in the bibliographical world
when it was sold at auction in the latter part of the last century.
[T. S.]

7  His lordship married the Duchess of Marlborough's second daugh-
ter.    "Account, etc.," p. 286.    [N.]